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Peter Jean

ENVIRONMENT Minis-
ter Peter Garrett has dis-
missed a plea by Sir Paul
MeCartney and other in-
ternational celebrities
for an end to kangaroo
culling in Australia.

British-based Vegetarians
International Volce [or Ani-
mals (Vival) has launched an
online  petition  against the
"harbaric” Killlng of kangaroos,

Viva's celebrity supporters
melude Sir Paul, Joanna Liam-
ley nnd singer Chrissie Hynde,

*There isan urgent need for
action to protect kanguroos
from o barbarie Industry
which slaughters them for
meal and leather,"” MeCart-
ney said in a statement on the
group's website

Help for
traffic
trauma

Geraldine Mitchell

MOTORISTS will be able to
avold congestion hot spots by
using new technology to got
aceess o real-time trafMe infor-
mistion from behind the wheesl
Melbourmne company Intele-
matics has developed the Suna
TrafMic Channel, which gives
drivers aceesy to trallle Infor-
mation 24 hours a day, vin GPS
navigation systems.

The channel has been sue-
cessfully tested in Melbourne,
and will go national,

It wams drivers of traffic
jams us they approach them
and their esuse, the area af-
fected, and the length of de-
Iys, and can also help plot
alternative routes.

It uses data eollected from
sources ineluding traffic lght
contral systems, and costs
about $130.

The company has doubled
its workforee within a yenr
and expects to employ an-
obher 10 stafl this vear,

Information and Commu-
nication Technology Minis-
ter Theo Theophanous said:
“It's great to see Victorin at
the cutbing edge of trafMe
Information services that will
make life easier for evervone
on the road, and creating
more jobs in the process."

Mr Theophanous sald being
able to avold rond blockages
and congestion meant drivers
would spend less time in trafl-
A, reducing commuter stress
and carbon emissions:

gy
Sir Poul McCartney

“Pleaze do all you can to
haelp Viva! end this shameful
massaore, "

The Viva! website also In-
cludes comments: from  the
lnte Steve Irwin,

“Every dpfersnn can make
mansive difference Lo global
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Mo future: kangaroos on defence land in Canberra.

conservation, Simply never
purchase wildlife — including
kangaroo — products!” the
Australinn congervationist iy
quoted as saying

Viva! s up In arms about
plans to cull about 500 kanga-
roos on defence land in Can-

berra. They will be sedated
then given iethal injections:
Mr Garrett sald culling was
somelimes necessary,
“Australians core a great
deal nabout their environment
and about their wildlife.
“But when there are signifl-
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